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A Note from the Principal... 
  
Dear Parent/Guardians, 
Spring is here! It was a bit snowy this 
winter and although we still have snow 
on the ground, bits of grass and a few 
tips of crocus and daffodils are 
beginning to peek through. Soon our 
windows will be opened and that wonderful 
smell of fresh air will permeate throughout the building. 
Keeping our students’ minds on the academics will be 
challenging. The staff will use their creative talents to 
keep them focused on the tasks presented to them. 

With such dedicated and talented staff, I am 
certain that this challenge will be 
conquered. 

Burnham students have participated in the 
10th Annual Recycling Billboard Contest 

sponsored by HRRA, All American Waste, 
Winter Brothers Waste Systems, Union Savings 

Bank, MXI Environmental Services, LLC., and the 
Newtech Recycling Inc. The 2017 contest theme:  

Reduce Reuse Recycle, prompted students to create a 
billboard that would help educate and convince the 
public to reduce, reuse and recycle. There were many 
very thoughtful and creative entries. Two Burnham 
students’ billboards were chosen as an honorable 
mention. They are fourth grader, Amelia Jacob and fifth 
grader, Willow Kuck. The Burnham community 
congratulates them!

This time of year is also the time that the budget for 
next year is presented to the Board of Education and 
then to the taxpayers. There was a District Budget 
Hearing at 7 o’clock on Monday, March 27, 2017 at the 
Shepaug Middle/High School. The Annual District 
Meeting will be held on May 1, 2017, and the Budget 
Referendum is scheduled to take place on May 2, 2017.

On April 6th incoming kindergarten parents/guardians 
and students are invited to attend a Meet and Greet 
Kindergarten Readiness Program. It will be held at 
Burnham School at 1:30 p.m. An introductory 
presentation will kick off the program, followed by a 
visitation to the kindergarten classroom by students 

and a bit of outdoor play (weather permitting) and 
wrapping up with a presentation by the teacher. The 
visit will focus on how to prepare incoming 
kindergarteners for school and for a successful first 
year. The staff and I look forward to welcoming our 
new students to the Burnham community. 

Finally, as we move into warmer weather and longer 
hours of daylight, please continue to stress the 
importance of homework and time management. 
Homework continues throughout the year, and at times 
a child may need a bit more guidance in planning a busy 
afternoon or evening schedule. Your support is greatly 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Cathy G. Colella  

Principal 

4/4 Grade 5 Science CMT

4/4 PTO Meeting, 6:30 PM

4/5 National Walking Day

4/5 COLT Rhyme Celebration

4/6 Kindergarten Orientation, 1:30 am

4/7 2nd Annual Kid’s Yoga Day

4/10-14 Spring Recess - No School

4/17 Board of Education Meeting/Education, 7:00 PM

5/2 PTO Meeting,  6:30 PM

DATES TO REMEMBER  
FOR APRIL 



Grade 2:  

Writing 
Informational  

Pieces 
 
Second grade researchers are writing a variety of 
informational pieces. They are writing to teach 

o t h e r s a b o u t o t h e r 
countries, such as Mexico 
and Russia, and Arctic 
animals, such as walruses 
and Arctic foxes. The 
w o n d e r f u l w r i t e r s 
research the topic using 
multiple sources like 

books, articles, and videos. Based on their research, 
m a i n i d e a 
p a ra g ra p h s w i t h 
details are created, 
s u c h a s d i e t o r 
habitat. The boys 
a n d g i r l s a r e 
successfully writing 
introductions and 

conclusions. They also created a table of contents 
and a glossary in their presentations. Students 

incorporated actual 
photos into their 
country reports. The 
A r c t i c a n i m a l 
r e p o r t s h a v e 
s t u d e n t - c r e a t e d 
illustrations using 

Kid Pix Studio Deluxe. They then learned how to 
export their illustrations and import them into their 

Google Presentation 
Slides. Finally, they 
thoroughly enjoyed 
teaching others about 
their topics. Their hard 
work and super effort 
are evident in their 
fantastic presentations.

Grade 4:  
Exploring 

Newton’s Laws 

The fourth graders are experimenting with 
Newton’s Laws and enjoying some awesome 
hands on scientific learning. From harnessing the 
potential energy in a rubber band and racing their 

hand-made vehicles, to 
investigating the positive 
and negative effects of 
friction, Burnham’s 4th 
graders are immersed in 
forces and motion. Hot 
Wheels has supplied us 

with tracks and cars in order for students to run 
trials and design their own research. Students 
have analyzed how height influences speed, the 
results of collisions, the “impact” of bumpers, and 
how aerodynamics and 
weight affect movement. 
Students have also built 
their own marble coaster 
tracks to study why roller 
coasters must be built 
with certain dimensions. 
Though physics is a complex field of study, the 
fourth graders are moving along, and having fun 
understanding the unseen forces that impact our 
world.

Visit Our Website! 
 
Our web address is www.region-12.org. 
Once you are at the district’s home page 
you can visit Burnham School’s website. 
The staff will be adding information 
regularly. Please use it as an additional resource for 
information gathering. 

Parents are our partners in the 
important job of educating     

our children. I urge you 
to attend and support 

the PTO, become a member, 
volunteer, and take part in 

h e l p i n g your child to grow academically. 
PTO meetings will be held each month at 6:30 
p.m. The next scheduled PTO meeting is April 
4. We hope you plan to attend.

PTO

http://www.region-12.org
http://www.region-12.org


The Breakfast Club

What a wonderful way to begin the day!

A group of fourth and fifth graders meet weekly 
for breakfast at the Bridgewater Village Store

Student Council did a fabulous job 
p r o m o t i n g 

Burnham School’s 
R e a d A c r o s s 
A m e r i c a We e k . 

Burnham readers celebrated 
their literacy and the joy of reading with 

lots of fun activities 
and plenty of books!  
The week was a fun-
fi l l e d D r. S e u s s 
i n s p i r e d e v e n t . 

Monday students wore stripes for Cat in 
the Hat Day. On 
Tuesday, The Lorax 
D a y , s t u d e n t s 
designed and “wore” 
mustaches, Wednesday, 

honored the antics of 
Thing One and Thing 
Two with crazy hair 
a n d h a t s . O n 
Thursday, students 
wore mismatched 
socks and shoes for Fox in Socks Day. 

The week ended with Diffendoofer Day on Friday when 
students wore their pajamas to school and had a special 

reading time with 
their favorite book. 
In a d d i t i o n t o  
these activit ies, 
s tu d e nt s d i d a 
“drop everything 

and read” time in their classrooms from 12-12:15 each day. 
What a great week of being taken away by the adventure of 
being a reader. 

Student Council organized a toothbrush drive this month as 
well. The school collected unused toothbrushes for the 
c o m m u n i t y s e r v i c e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n called Donate a 
Toothbrush. We collected a whole 
b o x o f toothbr ushes ! ! ! 
They were sent to the organization 
who will then distribute them to 
c h i l d r e n a n d adults in third 
world countries and impoverished areas in the United 
States. They have collected over 277,000 toothbrushes and 
we were able to generously add to that!!!! 

ACE Happenings
ACE  continues  to  grow  in  so  many  ways.  Bus  #5 
brings  students  from  Booth  Free  School  to  the 

program;  it’s  been  fun 
to  have  several  Booth  
Free students join us on 
a  weekly  basis.  Our 
e n r i c h m e n t 
opportunities  have 
expanded  to  include  a 
puppet making series, a 
relaxation  series  where 

we made glitter jars and bath bombs, and a Musical 
M o n d a y s  o f f e r i n g 
providing  students  the 
opportunity  to  develop 
their  vocal  and 
performance  skills.  Jump 
Rope  Club,  daily 
Homework Help Club and 
special  half-day  programs 
complete our offerings. 

We  are  always  eager  to  have  community  members 
share their time and talent with us. If you are interested 
in  sharing  your  talents  or  have  questions  about  the 

program  please  email  Lanie 
Flanagan or Brienne Leslie at 
ACEBridgewater@gmail.com. 
We are grateful for the support 
we receive from the Town of 
Bridgewater and the Burnham 
School  PTO,   making  this 
program possible.

mailto:ACEBridgewater@gmail.com
mailto:ACEBridgewater@gmail.com


Concert Reminder!! 
Our Spring Concert will be taking place on Monday, May 
22nd. Information about the performance will be 
available in the coming weeks! 

5th Grade Band 
In 5th Grade Band, students have just completed a unit 
on Jazz music in order to celebrate 
February’s Black History Month. The 
experience concluded with a study of 
the 12 Bar Blues form and a 
performance of Duke Ellington’s “C 
Jam Blues”.  

4th Grade Band 
In 4th Grade Band, students have 
been using the solfege system (do-
re-mi-fa-so) in order to learn some of 
the beginning notes on their 
instruments in the key center of Bb. 
This month we will transition into a new key center of 
Eb, allowing students to explore new notes and add 
them to their repertoire.  

Habits of Mind…in Music!! 
The Habits of Mind are an identified set of 16 problem solving, life 
related skills by author Arthur L. Costa, that are necessary to 
effectively operate in society and promote strategic reasoning, 
insightfulness, perseverance, creativity and craftsmanship. The 
understanding and application of these 16 Habits of Mind serve to 
provide the individual with skills to work through real life situations 
that equip that person to respond using awareness, thought, and 
intentional strategy in order to gain a positive outcome. Below are 
the Top 6 Habits of Mind that I believe are essential to proper 
musical development on a band instrument. 

1. Persisting: Sticking to task at hand; Follow through to 
completion; Can and do remain focused. Practice makes 
perfect! 

2. Striving for Accuracy: Check for errors; Measure at least 
twice; Nurture a desire for exactness, fidelity & 
craftsmanship. Correct notes and rhythms are a must! 
Be sure to take the time to make sure you are practicing 
accurately! 

3. Applying Past Knowledge to New Situations: Use what is 
learned; Consider prior knowledge and experience; Apply 
knowledge beyond the situation in which it was learned.  

4. Taking Responsible Risks: Willing to try something new 
and different; Consider doing things that are safe and 
sane even though new to me; Face fear of making mistakes 
or of coming up short and don’t let this stop me.  

5. Finding Humor: Willing to laugh appropriately; Look for the 
whimsical, absurd, ironic and unexpected in life; Laugh at 
myself when I can. Remember to have fun!   

A Note    from  
Mr. Nanavaty

What we’re doing in the Music 
classroom..

Over the last year the music department has 
been using a brand new program called 
Quaver’s Marvelous World of Music. Maybe 
your child came home at some point talking 
about music class . . . going on and on about an 
a w e s o m e l e s s o n a n d a n e w f r i e n d 
named  Quaver  they met along the way. 
Quaver’s Marvelous World of Music is home to 
cutting-edge resources for the choral and 
general music program. Because we are able to 
use the program on our 
S M A R T B o a r d s t h e 
interactive program 
brings music to life for 
students!

It provides a way to 
sing, dance, compose 
and play instruments 
l ike never before! 
Music teachers use 
QuaverMusic.com to 
distribute assignments 
and reinforce lesson 
objectives with musical games and quests. The 
site is free to students at home or in the 
classroom – so they can continue to foster a 
love of music wherever they are. If you have 
any questions or would like to know more 
about Quaver’s Marvelous World of Music feel 
free to contact Miss Kirk! kirka@region-12.org

  A “Music”al 
Interlude 

from  
Miss Kirk

https://www.quavermusic.com/InfoCenter/QuaverApproach/AboutQuaver.html
https://www.quavermusic.com/InfoCenter/QuaverApproach/AboutQuaver.html


Vision Awareness 
Your child’s eyes are constantly in use in the classroom and at play. The following are some 
vision problem warning signs. Ask the school nurse to have your child screened at school or 
check with your doctor for further advice if  you notice any of  these signs. 

• Eyes turning inward (crossing) or outward 

• Squinting or tending to rub eyes 

• Headaches 

• Blurred or double vision 

• Losing place while reading or using finger to maintain place when reading 

• Not doing as well in schoolwork as before or consistently performs below potential 

• Avoiding close work or holding reading material closer than normal 

• Eyes tire when reading or doing school work 

• Turning or tilting head to use one eye only 

• Making frequent reversals when reading or writing 

Eat A Rainbow Week! 

From March 27-31st the Burnham School community had super fun varying 
their fruits and vegetables. On the Friday before our colorful week began, we 
had a whole school morning meeting to introduce this activity and highlight 
the importance of  eating a variety of  fruits and vegetables each day.  

Each grade was assigned a day of  the week. For that day they were assigned a 
color. They brought a fruit or vegetable with their lunch of  that color and wore 
that color shirt. On Friday we did the same with our color of  choice. Eating a 

rainbow is a visual that gives children the message that there are many 
choices of  healthy fruits and vegetables available and promotes concept of  
varying them. This was a fun week and a great way to bring brightness and 
color to eating healthy!!! 

As a wrap up of  the week, students had an extra recess Friday to promote 
exercise along with healthy eating. 

Notes and News from the Nurse...



Burnham 
School 

students 
celebrate 

“Eat a 
Rainbow” 

week!



Spring 

Spring is full of sunshine. 

Poetry is fun to do when 
sitting in the sun.  

Running  is fun to do outside 
in the sun.  

Indigo flowers bloom. 

Never forgetful when playing 
with some of your best 
friends.  

Glamorously pretty flowers 
bloom.  

Amelia  Jacob 
Grade 3 

Spring 

Spring is a beautiful season 

Pretty tulips are sprouting 

Ride your bike and get a 
great breeze 

It’s such a great season 

No one can stop me from 
having fun 

Go outside and play 

Chris Elovekcy 
Grade 3

Spring Is… 
By Giselle Bazos, Grade 2 

Spring is seeing  flowers of all 
different colors like purple, 
pink, yellow, red,blue, and 

orange and all different kinds 
like jasmine, dahlias, roses, 

tulips. 

Spring is hearing waterfalls 
splashing into rocks, rivers 
and streams babbling while 
the sun rises and sparkles 

against the water. 

Spring is tasting pink fruit 
punch  jelly beans that are 

very very yummy and 
delicious in your colorful 

Easter  eggs. 

Spring is smelling my favorite 
herb, mint, that I saw in India at a 

spice farm. It reminded me of 
mint chip ice cream. 

Spring is touching fluffy yellow 

chicks at the farm that has 200 

chicks in one little room in a big 

garage with green tractors in it.

Spring Is… 
By Jacob Tendler 

Grade 2 

Spring is seeing the giant 
green,  yellow, slippery, 

quick, and  slimy Bull Frogs 
swimming and leaping in the 

murky water. 

Spring is hearing happy 
robbins and spring peepers 

cheap,chirp,and sing 
together like a band in the 

morning. 

Spring is tasting six inch hot 
dogs and juicy hamburgers 

on soft rolls with red 
ketchup and cheese. 

Spring is smelling yellow 
and white dandelions and 

daffodils which blossom to 
life in your nose. 

Spring is touching a hard 
black and white soccer ball 
as I kick the ball into the 
flexible goal for one point. 

Spring 

Sun is the best  
Polka dots on ladybugs 

Ride on my bike 

I know that there is no snow 

Nice warm sun 

Growing flowers 

Leah Power 

Grade 3 

Mrs. DeSantis With a Word from 
the Resource Center 

Happy Spring! 

April is poetry month. National Poetry Month is a month-long 
celebration of poetry established by the Academy of American 

Poets in 1996. The purpose is to bring the 
attention of individuals to the art of poetry and 
to make poetry an important part of the school 
curriculum. 

At Burnham we will be celebrating poetry all 
month. Library classes will focus on books 

written in rhyme during story time. Students 
will read their original pieces during morning 
announcements. This is the fourth year we 
will celebrate Poem In Your Pocket Day. On 
Thursday, April 27, students and staff will 
carry poems with them for the day and share 
them with each other. 

In an effort to extend poetry into the community, we will again be 
delivering baskets of the students’ poetry to the Bridgewater 

Village Store and the Burnham Library. 
Classes helped roll and tie bows on hundreds 
of copies of their work to get ready for this.  

I would like to recognize and congratulate the 
Burnham students whose poems were 
published in the summer 2016 edition of A 
Celebration of Poets. 

Once again I am amazed by the talents 
and creativity that your children possess 
and are able to express so eloquently 
through this art form. A copy of this 
publication is available for checkout in 
the Resource Center. 

There are many wonderful poetry books written especially for 
elementary school age children. Shel Silverstein’s books such as 
Where the Sidewalk Ends,  A Light in the Attic, and Runny Babbit, are 
always a hit with the students. . 

Keep reading! 
Mrs. DeSantis 

 
A book is a garden carried in the pocket 

                                                   – Chinese proverb



Invention 
Convention! 

Watch out Thomas Edison! Our 
inventors are taking over! Booth Free 
and Burnham students participated in 
our Annual Invention Convention on 
March 16, 2017. After eight weeks 
of problem-solving, experimenting, 
and designing, our inventors were 
able to showcase their original 
creations. It was an evening full of 
ingenuity and innovation. The judges 
had a difficult task, but the three 
winners heading to the Regional 
Convention at Western Connecticut 
University are:  

● Eva Lucchesi - inventor of ”The 
Easy Drip Colander”  

● Helena Nelson - inventor of the 
“Doll-Ganizer”

● Giselle Bazos - inventor of The 
Retainer Container”   



. 

Good Character Traits:  
(Referenced in Board of Education Policy #0210.3)

Region 12 is dedicated to strengthening the character of our students by encouraging a consistent set of ethical values that 
direct and guide behavioral choices. These universal values, which transcend political, religious, cultural, and the Golden Rule 
encompasses economic differences,  “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” Therefore, good Character Traits 
are essential to the learning process. We work throughout the year in developing the following:

1. Trustworthiness 
2. Respect 
3. Responsibility 
4. Fairness 
5. Caring  
6. Citizenship

Good conduct is synonymous with good citizenship. Students are expected to exercise good citizenship at all times while in 
school, attending school-related activities and after school activities conducted at the school. This includes showing respect 
for the rights of others and regard for personal and school property. Students should strive to contribute to the climate of the 
school by being courteous and well mannered. 

Burnham School also utilizes The Second Step Program to promote social skills necessary to be a caring community. 
Additionally, grades three through five have access to a second program, Steps to Respect when needed.

It is our hope that the power and influence of the school-family partnership will provide consistent messages to our students 
regarding the development of positive student behaviors and thus, improve student learning.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

A.M.
Booth Free

A.M.
Burnham

A.M.
Booth Free

A.M.
Booth Free

A.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Booth Free

P.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Booth Free

 Principal’s Weekly Schedule



Always have books on hand. Keep a book in your bag 
or your car’s glove compartment so 
your child can read in the car, or while 
waiting in line at the grocery store. 
Make regular trips to the library, and 
keep an eye out for books at bargain 
sales or garage sales. Or, consider 
holding a “book swap” with neighbors 
and friends. For birthdays or holidays, 
give your child new reading material. 

Keep it up. Find ways to encourage 
your child to pick up new reading 
material to read once one book is 
fi nished. For instance, introduce him 
or her to a series or ask your librarian 
for books by the same author. Draft a 
“to-read” list that your child can check 
off . Consider subscribing your child to 
a magazine for kids. 

Focus on their interests. Encourage 
your child to check out books from the library that 
feature characters or topics he or she is interested in. 
Whether it’s NASCAR to NASA, the topic doesn’t matter 
(as long as it’s age-appropriate), as long as your child is 
reading. 

Read out loud together. Schedule time to read aloud 
together, taking turns to read passages. Invite your 
entire family to participate. Use diff erent voices for 
diff erent characters, or invite your child to make sound 
eff ects for the story. 

Make it a routine. Consider how to make reading 
habitual. Your family could have a weekly read-aloud 
session, or you and your child could read each week 
before bed.

Be a patient listener. No matter how slowly your young 
learner reads, avoid fi nishing sentences for your child. 

Gently correct mistakes, sound out words together, 
and let your child know you’re proud. 

Cut the distractions. During reading 
time, turn off  or put away electronic 
devices. Make sure you follow the rule, 
too.

Ask questions. Ask your child about 
what he or she is reading in school or 
what you are reading together. Try 
open-ended questions such as, “Why 
do you think the character did that?,” 
“What would you do if you were in that 
situation?,” or “What do you think will 
happen next?”

Read beyond books. Invite your child 
to read menus, greeting cards, movie 
listings, newspaper comic strips, or 
directions to a destination. Word 
recognition is an important step for 

reading fl uency, so consider using strips of paper and 
tape to label everyday objects in your home to boost 
your child’s familiarity with words.

T he seeds for success in the classroom are sown at home. Encouraging children to read at home is one of the 
most powerful ways that parents can support students’ learning. Just 15 minutes of reading at home per day 

can make a diff erence in students’ reading fl uency. Prioritize reading with these tips.

RP 29:7

� e Rewards of Reading� e Rewards of Reading
Report

toPARENTS

Report to Parents, written to serve elementary and middle-level principals, may be 
reproduced by National Association of Elementary School Principals members without 
permission. It can be posted to school websites, blogs, or sent via email. Back issues are 
available to members at naesp.org.

Web Resources
Sign up for Club Connect, a reading and 
philanthropy initiative from NAESP and United 
Way. Your school may be already signed up—
check with your principal. 
www.unitedwayclubconnect.org/

Visit Reading Rockets Parent Tips page for 
specifi c activities for readers of various age 
groups.
www.pbs.org/launchingreaders/parenttips.html 


